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ANNOTATION 

Emphasizing the characters of queens in Western novels can provide insights 

into power dynamics, gender roles, and societal expectations. By examining the 

portrayal of queens, authors may explore themes of leadership, resilience, and the 

complexities of female authority. This topic offers a rich opportunity to analyze 

how queens navigate personal relationships, political intrigue, and the constraints 

of their positions. Through the lens of queenship, readers can gain a deeper 

understanding of historical contexts, cultural values, and the impact of individual 

agency on broader narratives. 
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Introduction. Queens have long been a captivating subject in Western 

literature, with their portrayals ranging from  regal and benevolent to cunning and 

resilient. The nuances of their characters, as depicted in Western novels, offer a 

rich tapestry of representation that reflects the complexities of female leadership, 

power, and influence. In "Reborn in Heels: Integrating Filipino Contemporary Drag 
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through a Digital Graphic Novel" by M.J. Ponsones and M.C. de Jesus, the 

exploration of gender and performance intersects with the portrayal of queens, 

offering a unique perspective on the fluidity of identity and the performative 

aspects of queenship. [4] This work provides valuable insights into the intersection 

of contemporary drag culture and the reimagining of queens as dynamic and 

multifaceted characters within the context of digital graphic novels. 

The portrayal of queens in Western novels has been a significant theme, 

often emphasizing their multifaceted and dynamic characters. This depiction 

reflects the evolving nature of gender and identity in literature. Throughout history, 

queens in Western novels have been depicted in various ways, from regal and 

authoritative figures to complex and emotionally rich personalities. These 

portrayals often serve as a reflection of the changing societal attitudes towards 

femininity, power, and the intersection of gender and performance. 

Throughout Western novels, queens have been portrayed as powerful and 

influential figures, often wielding significant authority. However, contemporary 

literature has also brought to light the vulnerability and emotional depth of queens, 

showcasing their resilience and complexities beyond their regal facade. This 

evolution in the portrayal of queens has opened the door to a more nuanced 

exploration of their characters, allowing for a deeper understanding of their internal 

struggles, desires, and motivations. 

The reimagining of queens as dynamic and multifaceted characters in the 

context of digital graphic novels, as explored in "Reborn in Heels," aligns with the 

broader trend of representing female characters with agency, depth, and a range of 

emotions. This shift in focus allows for a richer exploration of queens' characters, 

highlighting their strengths, vulnerabilities, and the intricacies of their relationships 

and roles within the narrative. 
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In Western literature, the portrayal of queens has often been intertwined with 

themes of power, politics, and personal agency. However, contemporary works 

have expanded the representation of queens to encompass a broader spectrum of 

experiences and identities, reflecting the diversity and complexity of women's roles 

in society. These nuanced portrayals challenge traditional stereotypes and offer a 

more inclusive and authentic representation of queens, aligning with the changing 

social and cultural dynamics of gender and identity. 

The intersection of contemporary drag culture with the reimagining of 

queens as depicted in "Reborn in Heels" further underscores the fluidity of identity 

and the performative aspects of queenship. This fusion of elements serves to 

expand the narrative possibilities and challenges the traditional boundaries of how 

queens are portrayed in literature, opening up new avenues for exploration and 

understanding of their characters. 

The portrayal of queens in Western novels has evolved to reflect a more 

nuanced and multifaceted representation of these characters. "Reborn in Heels" and 

similar works contribute to this evolution by offering valuable insights into the 

intersection of contemporary drag culture and the reimagining of queens as 

dynamic and multifaceted characters within the context of digital graphic novels. 

These representations not only enrich the literary landscape but also contribute to a 

more inclusive and diverse understanding of queens' characters and their 

significance in literature. 

K.M. Finn's "Queen of Sad Mischance: Medievalism, 'Realism,' and the Case 

of Cersei Lannister" delves into the complexities of character portrayal in the 

context of medievalism and realism, offering a compelling examination of the 

character of Cersei Lannister from the renowned "Game of Thrones" series. [3] 

This critical analysis sheds light on the multidimensional nature of queenship in 
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Western literature, underscoring the enduring impact of character development and 

the interplay between historical and fictional contexts. 

The portrayal of queens in Western literature has been a captivating and 

enduring theme, often serving as a reflection of the complexities and nuances of 

female characters. K.M. Finn's "Queen of Sad Mischance: Medievalism, 'Realism,' 

and the Case of Cersei Lannister" provides a thought-provoking exploration of the 

character of Cersei Lannister from the "Game of Thrones" series, offering valuable 

insights into the multidimensional nature of queenship in Western literature. 

In Western novels, queens have been depicted in a variety of ways, often 

embodying strength, intelligence, and resilience. However, the portrayal of queens 

has evolved to encompass a broader spectrum of attributes, emphasizing their 

multifaceted and dynamic characters. Cersei Lannister, as analyzed by Finn, 

epitomizes this complexity, as her character is shaped by the interplay between 

medievalism, realism, and the intricate dynamics of power and politics. 

The examination of Cersei Lannister's character in "Queen of Sad 

Mischance" highlights the enduring impact of character development and the 

interplay between historical and fictional contexts. This critical analysis offers a 

compelling exploration of the challenges, triumphs, and internal conflicts that 

define Cersei's character, shedding light on the multidimensional nature of 

queenship in Western literature. Through Finn's examination, the layers of Cersei's 

character are peeled back, revealing a complex and compelling portrayal of a queen 

navigating the intricate web of politics, power, and personal agency. 

E. Gottlieb's "Dystopian fiction east and west: universe of terror and trial" 

provides a thought-provoking exploration of the portrayal of queens in dystopian 

settings, offering insights into the characterizations of female monarchs within the 

context of universal themes of terror and trial. [2] This work enriches our 
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understanding of the enduring allure of queens in dystopian Western novels, 

shedding light on the complexities of their roles as leaders and agents of change 

within oppressive and authoritarian societies. 

The portrayal of queens in Western novels, particularly within the context of 

dystopian settings, has been a captivating and enduring theme. E. Gottlieb's 

"Dystopian fiction east and west: universe of terror and trial" offers a compelling 

exploration of the characterizations of female monarchs, providing valuable 

insights into their roles as leaders and agents of change within oppressive and 

authoritarian societies. This critical analysis sheds light on the enduring allure of 

queens in dystopian Western novels, emphasizing the complexities of their 

characters and the universal themes of terror and trial that shape their narratives. 

In dystopian Western novels, queens are often depicted as formidable and 

resilient figures, navigating the treacherous landscapes of societies plagued by 

oppression, fear, and uncertainty. Their portrayal serves as a reflection of the 

enduring strength and agency of female characters, as they confront the challenges 

of leadership and the pursuit of change within dystopian contexts. The complexities 

of their characters resonate with broader themes of power, resilience, and the 

indomitable spirit of women in the face of adversity.This critical analysis not only 

enriches our understanding of the complexities of queens in literature but also 

offers valuable insights into the evolving portrayal of female leaders within 

dystopian Western novels. 

E. Gottlieb's "Dystopian fiction east and west: universe of terror and trial" 

provides a thought-provoking exploration of the portrayal of queens in dystopian 

settings, emphasizing their roles as leaders and agents of change within oppressive 

and authoritarian societies. This critical analysis enriches our understanding of the 

enduring allure of queens in dystopian Western novels, shedding light on the 
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complexities of their characters and the universal themes of terror and trial that 

shape their narratives. Through this exploration, the enduring significance of 

queens as symbols of resilience, determination, and hope is brought to the 

forefront, offering a more nuanced and compelling representation of their roles 

within the dystopian narrative landscape. 

"The Queen Bee Phenomenon: Why Women Leaders Distance Themselves 

from Junior Women" by B. Derks, C. Van Laar, and N. Ellemers offers a unique 

perspective on the interpersonal dynamics of female leadership, shedding light on 

the complexities of queenship within organizational contexts. [1] This work 

provides valuable insights into the challenges and triumphs faced by women 

leaders, offering a compelling reflection on the characterizations of queens as they 

navigate power dynamics and gender expectations. 

"The Queen Bee Phenomenon: Why Women Leaders Distance Themselves from 

Junior Women" by B. Derks, C. Van Laar, and N. Ellemers delves into the intricate 

interpersonal dynamics of female leadership, shedding light on the complexities of 

queenship within organizational contexts. While the work primarily focuses on 

contemporary leadership dynamics, it prompts an interesting parallel to the 

characterizations of queens in Western novels, highlighting the challenges and 

triumphs faced by women leaders as they navigate power dynamics and gender 

expectations. 

Conclusion. The focus on queens in Western novels offers a fascinating lens 

through which to explore themes of power, leadership, gender dynamics, and 

historical representation. By centering these strong female characters, authors 

challenge traditional gender roles and provide a platform for show- casing the 

complexities of women in positions of authority. Through rich characterizations 

and compelling narratives, these novels not only entertain but also prompt readers 
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to reflect on the diverse roles women have played in shaping societies. The 

emphasis on queens in Western novels serves as a powerful reminder of the 

significant contributions women have made throughout history and the enduring 

impact of female leadership. 

References:    

1. B.Derks, C.Van Laar, N.Ellemers.The queen bee phenomenon: Why women 

leaders distance themselves from junior women. The Leadership Quarterly, 

2016. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1048984315001551 

2.  E.Gottlieb. Dystopian fiction east and west: universe of terror and trial. 

2001. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=ru&lr=&id=gmABBAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd

&pg=PP9&dq=Emphasizing+character+of+the+Queens+in+Western+novels

&ots=MgtqFigSl9&sig=_hB5B1JUl237AQxYoblU2myOTZI 

3. K.M.Finn. Queen of Sad Mischance: Medievalism,“Realism,” and the Case 

of Cersei Lannister. Queenship and the Women of Westeros: Female, 2020. 

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-25041-6_2 

4. M.J.Ponsones, M.C. de Jesus. Reborn in Heels: Integrating Filipino 

Contemporary Drag through a Digital Graphic Novel. 

http://somaverge.apc.edu.ph/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Ponsones-Thesis-

Journal-2024.pdf  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1048984315001551
https://books.google.com/books?hl=ru&lr=&id=gmABBAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP9&dq=Emphasizing+character+of+the+Queens+in+Western+novels&ots=MgtqFigSl9&sig=_hB5B1JUl237AQxYoblU2myOTZI
https://books.google.com/books?hl=ru&lr=&id=gmABBAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP9&dq=Emphasizing+character+of+the+Queens+in+Western+novels&ots=MgtqFigSl9&sig=_hB5B1JUl237AQxYoblU2myOTZI
https://books.google.com/books?hl=ru&lr=&id=gmABBAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP9&dq=Emphasizing+character+of+the+Queens+in+Western+novels&ots=MgtqFigSl9&sig=_hB5B1JUl237AQxYoblU2myOTZI
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-25041-6_2
http://somaverge.apc.edu.ph/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Ponsones-Thesis-Journal-2024.pdf
http://somaverge.apc.edu.ph/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Ponsones-Thesis-Journal-2024.pdf

