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Abstract: This paper examines common mistakes in conducting writing classes 

for ESL students. It highlights the importance of clear instructions, avoiding 

overemphasis on grammar, acknowledging cultural differences, providing feedback, 

and addressing individual needs. By understanding and addressing these challenges, 

teachers can create a more effective learning environment for ESL students. 
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Introduction: Teaching writing to ESL students presents unique challenges that 

require careful consideration and effective strategies. This paper discusses common 

mistakes in conducting writing classes for ESL students and provides insights on how 

to overcome these challenges. By addressing issues such as clear instructions, grammar 

instruction, cultural differences, feedback, and individual needs, teachers can create a 

more supportive and engaging learning environment for ESL students. 

Some of the most common mistakes include: 

1. Lack of clear instructions: One of the common errors teachers make while 

conducting writing classes for ESL students is providing vague or unclear instructions. 

It is essential to provide clear and concise instructions to help ESL students understand 

what is expected of them. ESL students may find it challenging to comprehend 

complex directions, so teachers should aim to create straightforward instructions. 

Example: Providing a vague writing prompt such as "Write about your favorite 

holiday" without specifying the length, format, or specific details expected in the 

writing assignment can lead to confusion among ESL students. 

2. Overemphasis on grammar: While grammar is an important aspect of writing, 

focusing too much on grammar can hinder students' creativity and expression. Teachers 

should strike a balance between teaching grammar rules and allowing students to 

develop their own writing style. Example: Focusing too much on correcting 

grammatical errors in every sentence without considering the overall content and 

structure of the writing can overwhelm ESL students and hinder their creativity and 

expression.  
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3. Ignoring cultural differences: ESL students come from diverse cultural backgrounds, 

and their writing may reflect these differences. Teachers should be aware of cultural 

nuances and differences in writing styles and provide support and guidance to help 

students navigate these differences. Example: Assigning topics or using examples that 

are culturally unfamiliar or sensitive to ESL students can make them feel excluded or 

uncomfortable, affecting their motivation and engagement in writing tasks.  

4. Lack of feedback: Providing timely and constructive feedback is essential for ESL 

students to improve their writing skills. Teachers should provide feedback on both the 

content and language aspects of students' writing to help them develop their skills. 

Example: Providing only general feedback such as "Good job" or "Needs 

improvement" without specific guidance on areas for improvement or suggestions for 

revision can leave ESL students unsure of how to enhance their writing skills. 

5. Neglecting individual needs: ESL students have varying levels of proficiency in 

English, so it is important for teachers to tailor their instruction to meet the individual 

needs of each student. Providing differentiated instruction can help students progress 

at their own pace. Example: Not taking into account the diverse language proficiency 

levels, learning styles, or personal interests of ESL students when designing writing 

activities can result in some students feeling frustrated or disengaged from the learning 

process. 

In conclusion, conducting writing classes for ESL students requires careful 

planning and consideration of the unique challenges that these students face. By 

avoiding common mistakes and implementing effective teaching strategies, teachers 

can create a more engaging and supportive learning environment for ESL students. 
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