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Abstract: 

     With the rapid advancement of technology and the growing need for effective 

communication, the ability to speak fluently and confidently has become increasingly 

important across various domains. For educators, the challenge lies in finding 

innovative methods that engage students and enhance their speaking skills. In this 

article, we will explore some cutting-edge teaching techniques that can revolutionize 

the way speaking skills are taught, ensuring students are well-equipped to excel in both 

academic and professional realms. Speaking plays a crucial role in foreign language 

teaching and learning. Speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through 

the use of verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of contexts.1 Teaching speaking 

skills can be a challenging task, but there are several effective methods that educators 

can use to help students improve their ability to communicate orally. This paper studies 

several innovative teaching methods, techniques, and activities used for developing 

speaking fluency and its effects of pupils’ oral competency.  

Keywords: speaking skill, speaking fluency, oral competency, innovative 

methods, communicative tasks 

      

Effective communication is a vital skill in today's interconnected world, ensuring 

success in personal relationships, professional endeavors, and overall social 

interactions. The ability to speak confidently, clearly, and persuasively is highly 

coveted. Traditional teaching methods often fall short in nurturing these skills, but with 

the advent of technology and fresh pedagogical approaches, innovative methods have 

emerged that can truly transform how speaking skills are taught. In this article, we will 

explore some of these innovative methods, highlighting their benefits and impact on 

learning outcomes. Teaching and learning English language can be a challenging but 

rewarding process. Teachers can use a variety of methods and activities to help students 

improve their language skills. Additionally, providing opportunities for real-life 

communication and using authentic materials can help students develop practical 

language skills. Encouraging students to practice speaking and providing constructive 

                                                             
1 Chaney, A.L., and T. L. Burk. 1998. Teaching Oral Communication in Grades K-8. Boston: Allyn &  Bacon.  
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feedback can also contribute to their language development. The demand  for speaking 

skill and using it effectively has been increased among foreign language learners. 

     According to scientist David Nunan, what is meant by “teaching speaking” is 

to teach ESL learners to :  

 Produce the English speech sounds and sound patterns 

 Use words and sentence stress, intonation patterns and the rhythm of the second 

language 

 Select appropriate words and sentences according to the proper social setting, 

audience, situation and subject manner 

 Organize their thought in a meaningful and logical sequence 

 Use language as a means of expressing values and judgments  

 Use the language quickly and confidently with few unnatural pauses, which is 

called as fluency.2 

     Teaching speaking skills requires a combination of different methods and 

activities to effectively help students improve their oral communication. For this 

purpose, several methods, approaches, and techniques are being innovated and utilized 

in ESL and EFL classrooms. By incorporating role-plays, discussions, vocabulary 

exercises, storytelling, and real-life communication tasks, educators can create a well-

rounded approach to teaching speaking skills. Here are some examples:  

Role Play 

One other way of getting students to speak is role-playing. Students pretend they 

are in various social contexts and have a variety of social roles. In role-play activities, 

the teacher gives information to the learners such as who they are and what they think 

or feel. Thus, the teacher can tell the student that "You are David, you go to the doctor 

and tell him what happened last night, and…" 3 

Simulations 

Simulations are very similar to role-plays but what makes simulations different 

than role plays is that they are more elaborate. In simulations, students can bring items 

to the class to create a realistic environment. For instance, if a student is acting as a 

singer, she brings a microphone to sing and so on. Role plays and simulations have 

many advantages. First, since they are entertaining, they motivate the students. Second, 

as Harmer suggests, they increase the self-confidence of hesitant students, because in 

role play and simulation activities, they will have a different role and do not have to 

speak for themselves, which means they do not have to take the same responsibility.4 

 

 

                                                             
2 Nunan, D., 2003. Practical English Language Teaching. NY:McGraw-Hill. 
3 Harmer, J. 1984. The Practice of English Language Teaching. London: Longman. 
4 Harmer, J. 1984. The Practice of English Language Teaching. London :  Longman. 
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Picture Describing 

Another way to make use of pictures in a speaking activity is to give students just 

one picture and having them describe what it is in the picture. For this activity students 

can form groups and each group is given a different picture. Students discuss the picture 

with their groups, then a spokesperson for each group describes the picture to the whole 

class. This activity fosters the creativity and imagination of the learners as well as their 

public speaking skills. 

Story Completion 

This is a very enjoyable, whole-class, free-speaking activity for which students sit 

in a circle. For this activity, a teacher starts to tell a story, but after a few sentences he 

or she stops narrating. Then, each student starts to narrate from the point where the 

previous one stopped. Each student is supposed to add from four to ten sentences. 

Students can add new characters, events, descriptions and so on. 

Reporting 

Before coming to class, students are asked to read a newspaper or magazine and, 

in class, they report to their friends what they find as the most interesting news. 

Students can also talk about whether they have experienced anything worth telling their 

friends in their daily lives before class. 

 Incorporate Multimedia Elements 

One of the most effective ways to engage and motivate students is by 

incorporating multimedia elements into speaking lessons. Videos, podcasts, and 

interactive digital activities provide an immersive environment that stimulates 

conversation and critical thinking. By using these resources, educators can expose 

students to different accents, cultures, and communication styles, fostering a broader 

understanding of various speaking contexts. 

 Conversational Exchanges 

Creating opportunities for students to engage in meaningful conversations is 

crucial for developing speaking skills. Innovative methods focus on simulating real-

life scenarios, such as mock interviews, debates, and role plays. These activities allow 

students to practice responding spontaneously, enhancing fluency and building 

confidence. By incorporating current topics and real-world situations, educators can 

foster critical thinking, cultural understanding, and effective communication 

Conclusion 

Teaching speaking is a very important part of second language learning. Teaching 

speaking skills requires a combination of different methods and activities to effectively 

help students improve their oral communication. By incorporating role-plays, 

discussions, vocabulary exercises, storytelling, and real-life communication tasks, 

educators can create a well-rounded approach to teaching speaking skills. These 
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methods can help students develop their speaking abilities and become more proficient 

in communicating orally in the target language. 
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