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Annotation: With more than 4 billion copies of her novels sold worldwide,
Agatha Christie is regarded as the best-selling novelist of all time. Agatha Christie's
captivating and deft writing style, which held readers' attention for more than 60
years, was what really made her a successful author. This article examines the
language of most famous books, short tales, and characters written by Agatha
Christie in order to assess significant aspects of her writing style. Christie created the
standard for traditional Golden Age British murder mysteries with her deft use of
characters and complex plotting strategies.
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When Agatha Christie was just sixteen years old and beginning to blossom into
a young lady, she discovered a passion for writing. Christie talked candidly about
how her literary career began as a way to brighten any drab, monotonous day, in
contrast to other writers who might have felt a strong calling to inspire through the
written word. “People often ask me what made me take up writing ... I found myself
making up stories and acting the different parts. There’s nothing like boredom to
make you write. So, by the time [ was 16 or 17, I'd written quite a number of short
stories and one long, dreary novel. By the time | was 21, | finished the first book of
mine ever to be published.” She devoted a lot of her time to honing her distinct
creative style and writing short stories.

Agatha took to penning multiple books at once as a means of preventing herself
from becoming stagnant. She was raised in an upper-class, wealthy household in
England, yet she always used plain language and a style that was enjoyable to all
readers. Her captivating storylines and subplots, despite their straightforward
manner, forced readers to solve the mystery of "who done it" before the novel
concluded. Because of Agatha's deft use of speed, readers can either follow stories
at a steady or leisurely pace, which heightens the drama. She made extensive use of

http://web-journal.ru/ 54 Yacmv-9_ Tom-3_Hosaops -2023



http://web-journal.ru/

JAYUYIIUE HHTE/IVIEKTYAJ/IBHBIE HCCIIE/JOBAHHA

dialogue, a device that allowed her to adjust the narrative's rhythm and build tension.
Her works begin with a significant emphasis on description, which progressively
wanes as character interaction and dialogue take center stage. Her snappy speech
and shorter sentences push readers to the always enthralling finale.

Agatha used complex deceptions in her mystery writing to play with readers'
emotions and thoughts, making it more challenging for them to solve the main
mystery. For many of her crime novels, she employed the same formula for story
development: the protagonist, a detective or private investigator, either finds out
about the murder or receives a call for assistance from a former friend who is
somehow connected to the crime. The protagonist of the story interrogates each
suspect, tracks down the crime scene, and meticulously records every clue so that
readers can examine them and attempt to piece together the mystery on their own.
Agatha eliminates one or more of the primary suspects just as readers are beginning
to piece together the murderer's identity and become dismayed and perplexed that
they were mistaken. The narrative, which typically lasts 20 to 30 pages, eventually
brings the remaining suspects together at one place and chastises the offender while
divulging a number of unrelated secrets along the way.

Agatha Christie's skill at creating enduring, complex characters was a defining
characteristic of her writing style. The quirky Belgian investigator Hercule Poirot
and the spinster sleuth Miss Jane Marple are two that have persisted for decades.
Poirot made his debut in 1920°s The Mysterious Affair at Styles. In novels such as
Murder on the Orient Express (1934) and The ABC Murders (1936), Poirot's "little
grey cells" enabled him to meticulously examine small details like ripped garments
or unsettled furniture to identify crucial hints. He elicited lies and truths from
suspects with his trademark wit through polite conversations. Poirot's neat demeanor
and deductive skills endeared him to readers for decades, as he was featured in over
thirty novels until the 1970s. Miss Marple debuted in 1930°s Murder at the Vicarage.
Despite appearing as a gossiping old biddy, Miss Marple's observations of her small
English village gave her a keen insight into human nature. Enlivening tea parties with
the community, she subtly collected fragments of knowledge that were subsequently
assembled into significant revelations. In books such as A Caribbean Mystery (1964)
and The Body in the Library (1942), Miss Marple astounds guest inspectors by
delving into seemingly insignificant village gossip.Miss Marple enchanted readers
and contributed to the resolution of over 20 cases with her unorthodox techniques.
Christie's realistic speech and subtle personality development made these characters
come to life. Readers were able to visualize Poirot's exact demeanor and Marple's
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topics of conversation with the village's neighbors. In each book, Christie also gave
a lot of detail to a large number of supporting characters. Readers were able to
identify each character as a real person rather than just a collection of clichés thanks
to the setting descriptive details and actions. Over many years, Christie's works
remained relevant due to her mastery of characterization.

Despite the complexity of Agatha Christie's stories, her prose was
understandable to a wide range of readers. She was a firm believer in staying away
from flowery or obscure vocabulary that might turn off readers. Her sentences were
usually succinct and straightforward, advancing stories quickly through the suspects'
quick exchange of words. Agatha Christie thought that in detective stories, it was
especially crucial to use concise language because she didn't want the reader to hear
the same thing three or four times. One of Christie's most effective techniques for
advancing stories and shaping her characters was dialogue. She was skilled at
structuring brief but insightful conversations between suspects. Subtle inflections
and sharp questioning effectively revealed entire backstories and hidden personality
traits. Christie skillfully manipulates expectations through deft dialogue in novels
such as The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926) and The Murder at the Vicarage
(1930). When mysteries are solved, the meanings hidden behind casual remarks take
on new significance.

1 still said nothing, and she added presently: “I suppose to you that seems very
wrong?” “Can you expect me to say anything else, Mrs. Protheroe?” “No—no, |
suppose not.”’ I went on, trying to make my voice as gentle as possible: “You are a
married woman— " She interrupted me. “Oh! I know—I know. Do you think I haven't
gone over all that again and again? I'm not a bad woman really—I’m not. And things
aren’t—aren’t—as you might think they are.” I said gravely: “I'm glad of that.”” She
asked rather timorously: “Are you going to tell my husband?” I said rather dryly:
“There seems to be a general idea that a clergyman is incapable of behaving like a
gentleman. That is not true.” She threw me a grateful glance. (The Murder at the
Vicarage)

Christie allowed dialogue to shed light on the psychology of her characters. In
And Then There Were None (1939), tensions rise exponentially as the stranded
guests level up subtle accusations over dinner. Their acerbic conversations allude to
hidden biases and anxieties that will eventually come to light as motives. Similar
dialogue can be found in Death on the Nile, which exposes the narcissism, greed,
and frail egos that glamorous passengers are hiding beneath the surface. She also
infused specific historical eras and socioeconomic classes with life through dialogue.
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The conversation on luxury cruises or country estates is very different from the
vernacular of Miss Marple's small English hamlets. Christie's dialogue, above all,
drove the plot forward. Readers are accelerated towards pivotal revelations through
conversations between Hercule Poirot and nervous witnesses. The suspense builds
with staccato exchanges as each response erodes deceit. Christie skillfully left
readers racing to their final verbal confrontations by using succinct but telling
dialogue that allowed characters to paint more vivid pictures.

In conclusion, the writing style of an author is a key attribute to a story and is
what makes it unique and interesting. Agatha Christie transformed the Golden Age
mystery genre with her deft character portraits, atmospheric settings, witty plotting,
period research, clever social commentary, deft manipulation of expectations, and
transparent prose. Her writings struck a balance between warmth, humor, and social
insight, and complex puzzles. She spent decades creating a vast library of books,
from short stories to serial novels, but all of them had cogent hints and surprises that
even the most die-hard fans could not get enough of.

Not only was Christie the best-selling author of all time, but she was also the
ultimate master of the traditional whodunit mystery, leaving an enduring legacy. She
created the definitive model that influenced the modern mystery genre with her
believable characters, period-perfect flair, and deft use of clues and perspectives. Her
books have endured because they capture the fascination of solving puzzles and the
universal mysteries of human psychology. As the unchallenged "Queen of Crime,"”
Agatha Christie genuinely deserved her title.
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