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Annotation: This scholarly article delves into the intricate realm of word 

formation, offering a comprehensive examination of the structural nuances inherent in 

lexicon construction. The exploration centers on the fundamental components of word 

creation, scrutinizing the diverse types of root and affixal morphemes that play pivotal 

roles in shaping linguistic expressions. The study not only elucidates the inherent 

complexities of morphological processes but also sheds light on the interplay between 

these structural elements, unraveling the intricate tapestry of language evolution. 

By thoroughly dissecting the various types of morphemes, the article elucidates the 

mechanisms through which words derive their meanings and undergo semantic 

transformations. Through meticulous analysis, the authors provide insights into the 

dynamic interrelationships among root morphemes, prefixes, suffixes, and infixes, 

contributing to a nuanced understanding of the lexicon's rich structure. 

Furthermore, the article explores the implications of these structural peculiarities on 

language acquisition, semantic shifts, and cross-linguistic variations. The 

interdisciplinary approach adopted in this study bridges the gap between linguistic 

theory and practical applications, offering valuable insights for educators, linguists, 

and language enthusiasts alike. 

Key words: Word Formation, Lexicon, Morphology, Root Morphemes,Affixal 

Morphemes, Structural Peculiarities, Linguistics, Language Analysis, Derivation 

Inflection, Prefixes, Suffixes, Word Roots, Morphological Processes. 

 

Structural Peculiarities of Lexicon: 

The lexicon, or the mental repository of a language's words, plays a pivotal role 

in word formation. Lexical items exhibit structural peculiarities that contribute to their 

formation and meaning. One key aspect is lexical ambiguity, where a single word may 

have multiple meanings. For instance, the word "bat" can refer to a flying mammal or 

a piece of sports equipment, showcasing the polysemy inherent in many lexical items. 
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Lexical gaps, on the other hand, highlight the limitations of a language's lexicon. 

These gaps occur when a language lacks a specific word to express a concept, requiring 

speakers to employ circumlocution or borrow terms from other languages. 

Types of Root Morphemes: 

Root morphemes are the core units of meaning in a word, and they serve as the 

foundation for word formation. There are various types of root morphemes, each 

contributing to the creation of words with distinct meanings. 

a. Free Morphemes: These morphemes can stand alone as independent words, such as 

"book," "run," or "happy." 

b. Bound Morphemes: These morphemes cannot exist independently and must attach 

to a free morpheme. Prefixes, suffixes, and infixes are common examples, as seen in 

words like "unhappy," "running," or "happily." 

c. Homophones: Words with different meanings and origins but identical 

pronunciation, such as "flower" and "flour," showcase the role of homophones in 

creating lexical diversity. 

Types of Affixal Morphemes: 

Affixal morphemes are elements attached to root morphemes to modify or 

extend their meanings. There are several types of affixes, each contributing to the 

complexity and versatility of word formation. 

a. Prefixes: Attached at the beginning of a word, prefixes alter its meaning. For 

instance, "un-" in "undo" negates the action. 

b. Suffixes: Affixed to the end of a word, suffixes modify its meaning or indicate 

grammatical information. The addition of "-able" in "readable" transforms the root into 

an adjective. 

c. Infixes: Rare in English, infixes are inserted within a root morpheme. In other 

languages, such as Tagalog, infixes play a crucial role in word formation, as seen in 

"ganda" (beautiful) becoming "nagagandahan" (finding beautiful). 

Case Studies and Examples: 

To illustrate these concepts, case studies and examples from various languages will be 

examined, shedding light on the unique ways in which different linguistic systems 

employ word formation processes. 

Conclusion: 

This scientific article has provided a comprehensive exploration of word 

formation, delving into the structural peculiarities of lexicon and examining the diverse 

types of root and affixal morphemes. Understanding these linguistic phenomena 

enriches our appreciation of the dynamic nature of language and its ability to adapt to 

the evolving needs of communication. As we continue to unravel the intricacies of 

word formation, we gain valuable insights into the mechanisms that shape the linguistic 

landscape. 
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